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LAKE POWELL

•Largest invasive mussel 

containment program in the nation

•Inspection of all exiting boats during 

daylight hours

•Decontamination of select boats

•Records of all boats into regional 

WID Database



COVID PANDEMIC

•Public health and safety

•Staff health and safety

•Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) needs expanded

•Staff hiring and housing 
challenges



WHAT TO DO?



EMERGENCY ORDER

•Issued April 1st by Utah DWR 

Director

•Inability to maintain social 

distancing while performing 

watercraft inspection activities

•30-day dry time requirement for all 

boats coming from infested waters 

before launching in UT



LESSON #1
Do not simply push the 
workload and responsibility 
to staff in other locations.



LAKE POWELL CLOSURE

•Developed launch ramps closed 

by National Park Service on 

April 6th

•Negotiations between AZ, NPS, 

and UT on strategies to reopen 

ramps



LESSONS #2 AND  #3
Provide information to the 
public, especially when 
they can’t perceive 
anything be done.

Identify and provide a 
source/location where the 
public can be directed for 
updated information



MODIFIED PROTOCOLS

•Developed to maintain social 

distancing

•Limited interaction between 

inspection staff and boaters

•Ą How to message this?



FINAL LESSONS
Change dialogue from what 
people canôtdo to what they can
do.

Reframe message to appeal to 
importance of ACCESS

- maintain long-term access



THANK 
YOU


